

Board of Directors Meeting Notice
Pittsfield Economic Development Authority
April 23, 2026 @ 8:30am
Berkshire Innovation Center - 45 Woodlawn Ave, Pittsfield, MA

Minutes

I.	ADMINISTRATION						

Chair Denmark called the meeting to order at 8:30am. 

Members Present:
Jonathan Denmark, Chair
Linda Clairmont		
Leo Yantovsky				
Krystle Blake 			
Pamela Green	
John Ryall		

A quorum was present.

Members Not Present:
Adam Rice		
Michael Filpi 			
Rich Rowe, Vice Chair			
George Whaling
Paul Dalton	

Also Present:
Michael Coakley, Interim Executive Director
Beth Goodman, Donovan O’Connor Dodig

Mr. Ryall made the motion:

WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority met on February 12, 2026  at the Berkshire Innovation Center in Pittsfield, MA; and

WHEREAS  the Board has reviewed the record of the meeting set forth in the February 12, 2026 Minutes.

NOW THEREFORE the Board hereby approves the February 12, 2026 Minutes.

It was seconded by Mr. Yantovsky and was approved unanimously.


II.	2025 FINANCIAL AUDIT						

Dave Irwin, Adelson & Co came forward to review the financial audit. They give a clean opinion of the financials; they had no findings, problems or issues with the financials. He reviewed the details.

He noted that while he’s done all the talking, his colleague, Joe Collins, does the majority of the audit with the staff Mr. Collins manages; any credit for the audit belongs to him.

Ms. Blake made the motion:

WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority were given the Financial Report for 2025 for PEDA (the “2025 Report”); and

WHEREAS the Board has reviewed the 2025 Report, discussed any questions, and agrees with the 2025 Report.
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Board hereby approves the 2025 Report attached to this vote. 

It was seconded by Ms. Green and was approved unanimously.

III.	SITE 9 REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT UPDATE			

Mr. Coakley noted that Mass DEP has finally approved the final ERE, and it has been recorded. He reviewed the restricted uses, which are significantly less than before.

IV.	JENNINGS REAL ESTATE SERVICES				

Kevin Jennings, Jenning Real Estate came forward to discuss the market snapshot. The opening of uses is good news for them. The current market reality is that the development environment is challenging, mainly from near all-time highs in financing, construction costs and labor costs. It is not just Pittsfield, it is across the region. They continue their marketing and outreach to expose the properties for when developers are ready to move. They’ve gotten interest from smaller businesses that eventually drop off when they see the financial requirements. Some organizations avoid Brownfields at all costs, even if they’ve been remediated.

Ms. Clairmont noted the Economic Development Fund that can be accessed. Is that information being communicated? It is on a high level. They don’t get into specifics immediately. They definitely talk about the Red Carpet Team with clients.

Ms. Blake asked about their marketing strategy. Where/to whom are they marketing? It is primarily internet-based; that’s how it works today. There are industry sites that are subscription-based. There are also companies that just google looking for properties. They’ve refreshed their photos; they are just green grass, but it’s better than the moonscape. They’ve fielded developers locally, as well as nationally. They’ve spoken to people in Texas.

Ms. Clairmont asked if there’s been concerns about utilities? Those discussions happen at the high level, when they come see the site. Unfortunately, they’ve lost business to the South; that’s just the reality of living in New England. Also, construction costs are just insane, more than during Covid.

V.	OTHER BUSINESS							

The next board meeting will be June 11, 2026.

 VI.	EXECUTIVE SESSION						

Chair Denmark noted that as required by guidance regarding the open meeting law, he has determined that discussion in an open session regarding a possible transfer of property located on Site 9 in the William Stanley Business Park may have a detrimental effect on PEDA’s negotiating position; therefore, Mr. Denmark made the motion:

WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority convened in open session; and

WHEREAS the Chairman has stated that he has determined that a discussion in Open Session regarding possible transfer of property located on Site 9 may have a detrimental effect on PEDA’s negotiating position, therefore, he moves to have the Board enter Executive Session; and that after the Executive Session the Board will reconvene in Open Session.

NOW THEREFORE the Board hereby approves the motion to enter executive session by taking a roll call vote.

It was seconded by Ms. Green and it was approved unanimously by a Roll Call vote.	
							
VII.	ADJOURNMENT							

Ms. Green made a motion to adjourn at 10:15am; it was seconded by Ms. Blake and was approved unanimously.



Submitted by Ted Kozlowski
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